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August 2018 
 
We are looking forward to a new school year at Lester B. Pearson! As we begin this new year, we would like to 
welcome all of our new students, especially those in grade 3, who will be joining our learning community here 
at LBP. We would also like to welcome back our returning students and families. We anticipate this being a 
great year! As the new school administrators, we also look forward to meeting and getting to know the students 
and the community, which will certainly take time in a big school like Lester B. Please feel free to drop in to the 
office to say hello, as we look forward to starting to get to know as many families as possible. There will also 
be more formal opportunities through School Council or school related events that will allow us to build the 
important relationships with families that we feel only enhance your children’s school experience.   
 
It has certainly been a very busy summer at LBP. Many of our renovations are done, including the ramp at the 
front of the school, the parking lot and retaining wall at the south end of the school. Some of the renovations 
will also run into the school year, including our new windows and doors, and the elevator that they have already 
started. We have been assured that this work won’t interfere with student learning, and that some of the work 
will be completed after school and over the weekends. We will update the community as we navigate this 
exciting experience. Although it’s not ideal, it’s nice to see LBP get refreshed and ready for new experiences.  
 
Shannon Philp - Principal 

Renee Laflamme-Mcnally - Vice Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



First Day Procedures/Class Distribution: 
 
On the morning of Tuesday, September 4th, students in grades 4-8 will be directed to the back of the school, 
where they will assemble by room number/grade in designated areas. As has been past practice, in the 
interest of safety and privacy, class lists will NOT be posted outside, however, families will receive an email 
on Friday afternoon with their child(s) teacher’s classroom number. Students will look for this number and 
get organized into classes. Teachers will accompany students into the school once their classrooms are 
organized. We will have many teachers, wearing orange or yellow safety vests, who will be available to help 
with this process. 
 
Grade 3 students will assemble in the gym to be organized into their classes in the same fashion. 
 
Families are asked not to follow students to their classrooms. 
 
If the weather does not permit us to organize students outside, all grades will be organized inside. There will 
be signs on the exterior doors that will outline what area, inside the school, students should go to by grade. 

 
Transportation Information 
 
For information relating to your child’s bus route, pickup and drop off times, we request that ALL parents check the 
school transportation website at www.schoolbuscity.com this weekend. This will ensure that you are aware of any 
changes in routes that may have occurred over the summer. Please ensure your child(ren) knows their P.M. bus route 
number, as this will help our bus departure go smoothly on the first day. 

 
We strongly encourage students who are eligible for bussing to get in the habit of travelling to and from school by bus to 
reduce car congestion on Odin Crescent and the surrounding streets. 

 
The following is a list of responsibilities for parents: 
 

 Parents should understand the need to make alternate arrangements for their child/children if the school bus 
is late. 

 
 Parents and/or students should arrive at the bus stop 5 minutes prior to the regularly scheduled pick-up and 

drop-off times. During the first week of school it is recommended parents and/or students arrive at the bus 
stop 10 minutes prior to the regularly scheduled pick-up and drop-off times. 

 
 Parents should know their child/children’s route number. 

 
 Parents should know their child/children’s bus stop location. 

 
 Parents should know the school and bus company phone number in the event of an emergency. 

 
 Parents are reminded to refer to the Late Bus Report on the Student Transportation Services website at 

www.schoolbuscity.com prior to leaving for the bus stop in the mornings and afternoons. 
 
If parents have any questions regarding these items, please feel free to contact the office. 
 
 

Pickup and Drop Off 
 

Only busses are allowed in the bus loop and driveway/parking lot between 8:45 and 9:05 a.m. and between 3:20 and 
3:45 p.m. For parents who drive their children to school, you may park temporarily on Batson Drive, and walk your child 
onto school property. Please note that school busses have priority access to our school. We need your assistance to make 
arrival and departure time SAFE for all of our students. 
 

 

http://www.schoolbuscity.com/
http://www.schoolbuscity.com/


 
 
 
 
 
Before School  
 
Before school, supervision by school staff on the school yard pavement begins at 8:50 a.m. 
 
After School 
 
After school, supervision by school staff is between 3:353:50 p.m. Parents who pick up their children are asked to meet 
them on the sidewalk on the north side of the school adjacent to the parking lot. For student safety, we ask that families 
use the crosswalk when leaving the school property. 
 
School Communication 
 
School Website: School Website Link 

 
You may go to our school website for general information about our school. Here you will find our monthly newsletters, 
which summarize upcoming school events, important school routines, and information about student learning and school 
improvement, as well as information regarding our School Council fundraising events. 
 
School E-mail: lester.b.pearson.ps@yrdsb.ca 

 
As in the past, we plan on sending “non-commercial” messages and reminders about upcoming school events via our 
parent email distribution list. Please ensure that we have your current email address on file so that you receive all 
communications from the school. You will have an opportunity to verify/provide your current email on the student 
verification forms that will be sent home during the first week of school. We will be using electronic communication for 
most of the office information that needs to get to families.  

 
We require your consent to receive any electronic messages which contain advertising or promotions regarding school 
fundraisers, lunch programs, field trips, purchasing of yearbooks or student photos, athletic events with an entry fee 
or similar events and offers. If you wish to also receive commercial electronic messages, please subscribe online on 
our school website homepage. You may unsubscribe from commercial electronic messages at any time online. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Possible Reorganization 
 
In order to meet Ministry of Education primary class size cap requirements, classes will remain tentative until the end of 
September, at which time a possible reorganization may occur. If a reorganization is needed, we will be communicating 
with families prior to moving any students. Please note that no requests for changes in class placement will be 
considered until the third week of September as registrations continue to come in and class reorganizations to fulfill 
Ministry of education class sizes may be required. Any class placement requests must be submitted in writing to the 
principal.  

 
Safety – Allergies/Medical Conditions 
 
Families need to advise teachers/ the office if there are any medical conditions that we need to be aware of, including 
allergies, so we can make the appropriate plans to ensure student safety.   

On the first day of school your child(ren) will be bringing home 
important “September Start-up” information. The booklet of 
CONSENT forms needs to be completed and returned by 
Wednesday, September 12th. Any medical information should be 
provided to the office ASAP, prior to this date. 
 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/lesterbpearson.ps/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:lester.b.pearson.ps@yrdsb.ca


 
 
 
 
 
 
Protecting Student/Family Privacy 
 
Activities throughout the school year may require the use of student names, age, grade, etc. These would be used when 
displaying student work, during student performances or when recognizing student achievements, at the school and/or 
board level. We recognize that these practices may be contrary to the wishes of some parents, therefore, if you wish to 
exclude your child, please inform Mr. Philp immediately, in writing, so that alternate arrangements can be made. 
 

 

Lunch Practices 
 
While most of our French Immersion students eat lunch at school, some of those who live close to the school go home for 
lunch. Some students in grades 7 and 8 occasionally purchase their lunch off school property. As administrators, we are 
entrusted with the responsibility of ensuring student safety. The school’s responsibility is clear in this regard. While we 
can monitor behaviour and ensure safety while students are on school property, it is impossible to do so for students 
who leave the school premises. We encourage parents to carefully consider any decision to allow their child to leave school 
grounds for lunch, especially if direct adult supervision is not available. 
 
Parents of students who do not regularly go home for lunch, who make arrangements for their child to leave school 
property for lunch, must send a signed note to the office each day their child will be signing out of the office. Please 
understand that we are unable to accept/manage email messages regarding lunch arrangements. Students are expected 
to sign out at the office at the beginning of the lunch hour and return to school and sign back in at the office in time for 
afternoon attendance. 

 


